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COMMENCEMENT
Seven o'clock in the evening 

December sixteenth, two thousand twenty-two 
Dunham Football Field, Husky Stadium

Dr. Stanley Napper 
Presiding 

*Welcome . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Prof. Vicki Alger
Assistant Professor of Psychology

 
*Processional . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Processional in C Major . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Arnold Sherman

Dr. Rhonda Furr, Organ 

*Scripture  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mary Suzanne Napper ‘22

*Invocation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Aja Jones ‘22

Hymn . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lead On, O King Eternal  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lancashire 
Dr. Kevin Klotz, Tenor

Dr. Rhonda Furr, Organ

Greetings . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Stanley Napper, Provost &  
Vice President for Academic Affairs 

Special Music . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . O Come, All Ye Faithful. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John Francis Wade
Mon'Sher Spencer, Mezzo Soprano 

Charge to the Graduates  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Robert B. Sloan, President

Recommendation of Class of 2022  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Stanley Napper 

Board of Trustees Approval of Degrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Garry Blackmon
Chair, Board of Trustees

Conferring of Degrees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dr. Robert B. Sloan 

Presentation of Degrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Deans and Faculty, Colleges and Schools 
Announcement of Graduates 

Welcome to the Alumni Association . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Damon Maddox '00, MBA '02

*Benediction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Isabella Marie Padilla ‘22

*Alma Mater . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hail the Orange and Blue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Hinton-Looser
Dr. Kevin Klotz, Tenor

Dr. Rhonda Furr, Organ

*Recessional  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Fanfare and Processional . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Keith Chapman
Dr. Rhonda Furr, Organ

*All who are willing and able, please stand.
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★ CUM LAUDE ★ ★  MAGNA CUM LAUDE ★ ★ ★  SUMMA CUM LAUDE

DEGREE CANDIDATES 
The following degrees and certificates will be awarded upon completion of all requirements.

ARCHIE W. DUNHAM COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
BACHELOR OF ARTS

BACHELOR OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Rachel Mboko Alembi    
International Business

Marissa Ann Campise ★   
Marketing

Ryan Ford ★★★   
Marketing

William Garrett Gibson    
Accounting

Randy Guajardo    
Marketing

Kristen Elizabeth Kleymeyer ★★★  
Marketing

Branden T. Layne    
Management

Nicholas A. Maloy    
Accounting

Priscilla Mandujano ★★★   
Accounting

Chloe Autumn Merecka    
International Business

Madison Mineros ★★★   
Accounting

Alessandra Camarillo Morales   
International Business

Joshua Moran    
Finance

Aleysia D. Nava ★★★   
Management

Jesus A Nuñez ★★★   
Marketing

Danielle Adama Okeke ★★★   
Accounting

Blessing Par    
Management

Fredy David Quiroz    
Finance

Brandon Matthew Setliff    
Marketing

Ellie Graese Wipf ★★★   
Management

Diana Edith Chavez    
General Business

Jordan Nicholas Powell    
General Business

UNDERGRADUATE CERTIFICATE

Paloma Natalie Montemayor   
General Business

MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION

Diana Acosta   

Gedeon Mboko Dj Andima   

Patrice Danielle Coleman   

Rodney Kimuli   

Keithrick Allen Murray   

Victorine Nacanabo   

Phat Tuan Nguyen   

Agustin Humbertino Osorio   

Veronica Ramirez   

Sahr Saffa   

Mayra Salinas   

Mandy Thibodeaux   
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★ CUM LAUDE ★ ★  MAGNA CUM LAUDE ★ ★ ★  SUMMA CUM LAUDE

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Jamiya Jamelle Davidson    
Human Resources Management

Nicole Lynnice Johnson-White   
Management & Entrepreneurship

Heather Elizabeth Lester    
Human Resources Management

Clifton Dale Ames    
Interdisciplinary Studies

Donna Benjamin ★★   
Managerial Studies

William Brewer    
Interdisciplinary Studies

Blair Elizabeth Burnett    
Medical Humanities

Samantha Jasmine Cerritos    
Medical Humanities

Noah Marc Chicoria    
Interdisciplinary Studies

Kiera Creighton ★★   
Criminal Justice

Slacna De La Cruz ★★   
Criminal Justice

Heidi Louise Dodson    
Interdisciplinary Studies

Caleb John Ernst ★   
History

Jennifer Marie Galindo    
Criminal Justice

Nayeli Galvez ★   
Medical Humanities

Rafael Garcia    
Mass Media Arts

Lydia Gary    
Interdisciplinary Studies

Brayan A Granados    
Interdisciplinary Studies

Angelikha R. Haslund ★★★   
Legal Studies

Charles H. Irving, Jr.    
Interdisciplinary Studies

Tobias Eli Kirk    
Criminal Justice

Iliah Koontz    
Interdisciplinary Studies

Lillian Grace LeBoeuf    
Interdisciplinary Studies

Darius Lee    
Interdisciplinary Studies

Lauryn Mapusua    
Interdisciplinary Studies

Connie M. Marez-Castillo    
Interdisciplinary Studies

Dahlia Rebecca Moreno ★   
Medical Humanities

Christina Nguyen ★   
Studio Art

Nancy Ahunna Ohashiegbula    
Interdisciplinary Studies

Jordan Oliver    
Interdisciplinary Studies

Bryonna Faye Ortiz ★   
Medical Humanities

Star Parham    
Medical Humanities

Sohee Park ★★   
Mass Media Arts 

Priya Bharat Patel ★   
Medical Humanities

Alisson Elizabeth Quintanilla ★★★   
Criminal Justice

Karen Lizbeth Rivera ★★   
Spanish

Rafael Rojas    
Mass Media Arts

Murriell Danielle Shepherd   
Interdisciplinary Studies

Rocio Elena Sidonio    
Family Studies

Alison Stanfill ★★★   
History

Winta Helen Tekie ★   
Medical Humanities

Amy Clarice Trim    
Interdisciplinary Studies

Cristina Angelica Umanzor    
Medical Humanities / Spanish

Moriah Dawn Urick    
Interdisciplinary Studies

Kim Thien Vu    
Medical Humanities

Jennifer Lyn Warren    
Interdisciplinary Studies

Kennedy Wilson ★   
Family Studies

Nicholas Anthony Wilson ★   
History

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND HUMANITIES
BACHELOR OF ARTS
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★ CUM LAUDE ★ ★  MAGNA CUM LAUDE ★ ★ ★  SUMMA CUM LAUDE

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS

Bryan M. Binder ★★★   
Cinematic Arts

Alexander Christopher Burgess ★★   
Cinematic Arts

Christopher Castro ★   
Cinematic Arts

Joel White    
Cinematic Arts

BACHELOR OF MUSIC EDUCATION
Haidy Nadine Gonzalez ★★   
Music-Vocal/Keyboard

MASTER OF ARTS

MASTER OF FINE ARTS

Grant Fisher    
Philosophy

Evan Conley Jones    
Philosophy

James Regan Masterson    
Creative Writing

Elizabeth Barreda ★   
Biology

Daysi Lissett Bonilla    
Biochemistry/Molecular Biology

Robert Patrick Brousseau    
Chemistry

Jocelyn Kaybreon Cusseaux    
Biology

Jeremy Henry    
Biochemistry/Molecular Biology

Dana Marie Hernandez    
Biology

Jingwen Hu    
Biology

Jana Ovie Ikoya    
Biochemistry/Molecular Biology

Addison M. Jacobs    
Biology

Erin Nikole Kroeger    
Biology

Alyssa Suey Malabanan Loyola    
Biology

Paloma Natalie Montemayor    
Biochemistry/Molecular Biology

Oluwafunke Oki    
Biochemistry/Molecular Biology

Marisabel Torres Rivera    
Biology

Michael Yuan Zhao    
Biology

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
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★ CUM LAUDE ★ ★  MAGNA CUM LAUDE ★ ★ ★  SUMMA CUM LAUDE

SCHOOL OF CHRISTIAN THOUGHT
BACHELOR OF ARTS

Lenard Rufus Allen Jr ★   
Christianity

Ira Leon Cotton    
Christianity

Emily VanDora Green ★★   
Biblical Studies

Michael Anthony Gurrola    
Biblical Studies

Jarred Devaun Hicks ★   
Biblical Studies

Riz Crescini    
Philosophical Apologetics

MASTER OF ARTS

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE

David Aguilera    
Theological Studies

Vicki Beth Alger    
Theological Studies

Clonie Ambroise III    
Christian Leadership

Jasmin Victoria Biggs    
Apologetics

Phyllis Fontenett Clark    
Theological Studies

Riz Crescini    
Apologetics

Yecenia Evangelia Diaz    
Theological Studies

Mark Dunn    
Apologetics

Heather Ann Grajeda    
Theological Studies

Nicolas Henderson    
Theological Studies

Hunter Kallay    
Apologetics

Cheryl Ann Marves    
Theological Studies

Christian T. Rang    
Christian Leadership

Melissa Clarice Spence    
Christian Leadership

Cassandra Elaine Strong    
Christian Leadership

Andrew Tinsley    
Theological Studies

Laura Trotta    
Biblical Languages

Jeron Eston Williams    
Apologetics

Karen Lynette Williams    
Biblical Languages

MASTER OF DIVINITY
Derek Allen Lee Hickle    
 

SCHOOL OF NURSING AND ALLIED HEALTH
BACHELOR OF ARTS

NDenasija Collins ★   
Kinesiology-Sport Management

Samuel Diaz    
Kinesiology-Sport Management

Mia Amber Rankin ★★★   
Kinesiology-Sport Management
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★ CUM LAUDE ★ ★  MAGNA CUM LAUDE ★ ★ ★  SUMMA CUM LAUDE

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Lauren Avila ★★   
Kinesiology-Wellness Management

Nathan Alexander Beveridge    
Kinesiology-Wellness Management

Victor Manuel Buenrostro    
Kinesiology-Wellness Management

Yesenia Garcia Cerda ★   
Kinesiology-Wellness Management

Matthew Ponce Charles    
Kinesiology-Wellness Management

Nery Arnoldo Enriquez Jr ★   
Kinesiology-Wellness Management

Ethan H. Everts    
Kinesiology-Wellness Management

Christian Jeremiah Hood    
Kinesiology-Wellness Management

Karla Marisol Lopez    
Kinesiology-Wellness Management

Claudia Gimena Rauda ★★   
Kinesiology-Wellness Management

Chandler Silva    
Kinesiology-Wellness Management

Guadalupe Karina Torres-Garcia    
Kinesiology-Wellness Management

Temitogo Omotayo Alli ★  

Sarah Carolina Aragon   

Adriana Maria Avila ★  

Daisy Janet Barreno ★  

Kris Geddings Barrie   

Kelvin Amanam Etteh   

Erika Adriana De la Fuente Galan   

Kathia Garcia ★  

Sara Garcia   

Hannah Gabrielle Garlitos ★  

Ana Karen Leal Garza ★  

Tammy Rene Gil ★★  

Danielle Rose Grayson   

Ciara Haddock   

Erica Dionne Henry   

Angeline Mary Jose ★  

Angelica F. Just   

Hayley Nicole Laughlin   

Ashley Floribeth Lazo   

LaTessa Renee Lund   

Cynthia Adaku Madugba ★★  

Elizabeth Brooke Molina ★  

Ty’Neka La’Raysha Moore   

Ashley Morgan Noland ★★  

Larianne Madrid Ortega ★★★  

Isabella Marie Padilla ★★★  

Tracey Phuongkhanh Pham   

Yetunde Oluwadamilola Sholabi ★  

Aaron Tsui ★  

Karla Marie Velasquez ★★  

Diane Catherine Veneracion   

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Uchechukwu Agwai    
Family Nurse Practitioner

Kelechi Jennifer Anyakee    
Family Nurse Practitioner

Catherine Frances Barnes    
Family Nurse Practitioner

Sonia Marie Beaty    
Family Nurse Practitioner

Misty A. Bennett    
Family Nurse Practitioner

Lance Garret Brumlow    
Family Nurse Practitioner

Angela Burgin    
Family Nurse Practitioner

Maritza Cantarero    
Family Nurse Practitioner

Sandra Iris Cantu    
Pediatric Nurse Practitioner - Primary Care

Deborah Liang Chen    
Family Nurse Practitioner

Alisha Daredia    
Family Nurse Practitioner

Charlotte Gaye Sims Ellis    
Family Nurse Practitioner
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★ CUM LAUDE ★ ★  MAGNA CUM LAUDE ★ ★ ★  SUMMA CUM LAUDE

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION AND BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES
BACHELOR OF ARTS

Jessie Adam ★★   
Psychology

Madison Riley Barnhill ★★   
Psychology

Vanessa Marie Barrera ★★   
Psychology

Melanie K. Barrett    
Psychology

Jasmine Maher Bashawry    
Psychology

Randi Daun ★   
Psychology

Dameon Fredrick Dawson    
Psychology

Synthia Ashley Demelo ★   
Psychology

Logan Wayne Ecoff    
Psychology

Kaily Edison    
Psychology

Olivia Kendall Estes ★★★   
Psychology

Taylor Jai Gamble ★   
Psychology

Stephanie Guerrero ★★   
Psychology

Joyce Jamileth Hernandez    
Psychology

Serena Hernandez    
Psychology

Christina Marie Espinoza    
Family Nurse Practitioner

Peter Ekenedilichukwu Ezieke    
Family Nurse Practitioner

Glikeria Gaddis    
Family Nurse Practitioner

Viviana Garcia    
Family Nurse Practitioner

Timothy Gray    
Kinesiology-Sport Management

Shannon Frances Griffin    
Pediatric Nurse Practitioner - Primary Care

Erika Guillen    
Family Nurse Practitioner

Heidi Elizabeth Henderson    
Family Nurse Practitioner

Hailey Thithu Huynh    
Family Nurse Practitioner

Katie Rebecca Ingram    
Pediatric Nurse Practitioner - Primary Care

Travis Gerald Jacíl Jacobs    
Kinesiology-Sport Management

Adrienne Jones    
Family Nurse Practitioner

Leah Jones    
Pediatric Nurse Practitioner - Primary Care

Brianna Elizabeth Kammerer    
Pediatric Nurse Practitioner - Primary Care

Joseph Marino    
Kinesiology-Sport Management

Hope N. Miller    
Family Nurse Practitioner

Quanza Elise Mooring    
Family Nurse Practitioner

Edidiong E Morgan    
Family Nurse Practitioner

Cynthia Yulo Moyer    
Family Nurse Practitioner

Kayla Nevill    
Pediatric Nurse Practitioner - Primary Care

Vanessa Onyinye Nwokoye    
Family Nurse Practitioner

Mofoluwaso Funke Odofin    
Family Nurse Practitioner

Thelma Okafor    
Family Nurse Practitioner

Jessica Nneka Omoegbele    
Family Nurse Practitioner

Saulina R. Orizaga    
Family Nurse Practitioner

Jennifer Elise Padilla    
Family Nurse Practitioner

Anna L Poole    
Family Nurse Practitioner

Sneha Poonawala    
Family Nurse Practitioner

Jessica Lorraine Rash    
Pediatric Nurse Practitioner - Primary Care

Andrew Reitmeyer    
Kinesiology-Sport Management

Sunset Rodriguez    
Family Nurse Practitioner

Dorcas F. Sobo    
Family Nurse Practitioner

Dawnyelle Marie Springs    
Family Nurse Practitioner

Jennifer Thankachan    
Family Nurse Practitioner

Augusta Umezurike    
Family Nurse Practitioner

Michelle Lynn Yee    
Family Nurse Practitioner
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★ CUM LAUDE ★ ★  MAGNA CUM LAUDE ★ ★ ★  SUMMA CUM LAUDE

Blake Bolgiano    
History (7-12) with Teacher  
Certification & ESL

Aja Breshay Jones ★   
English, Language Arts & Reading (7-12) 
with Teacher Certification & ESL

Rocio Abigail Joya ★★   
Bilingual Elementary Education 

Andrea Gail Matis ★★   
Elementary Education with ESL

Zara Cheree Richardson ★★★   
Elementary Education with ESL 

Jasmine Vargas ★★   
Bilingual Elementary Education

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Nathalie Juarez    
Psychology

Brenda Maria Landaverde    
Psychology

Christopher Louis Lopez    
Psychology

Cristina Villa Mendoza    
Psychology

Andrea Elaine Miller ★★   
Psychology

Mary Suzanne Napper ★★   
Psychology

Iman Pahlavan    
Psychology

Celia Perez ★   
Psychology

Luis Poblacion ★★   
Psychology

Claudia Alyse Rudder ★★★   
Psychology

Alexa Brielle Salazar ★   
Psychology

Sheila Scott-Johnson    
Psychology

Abbey Marnie Sutherland ★★★   
Psychology

Alreal Tanay Angelle    
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Taylor M. Bourque    
Marriage and Family Therapy

Felicia Annette Brashears    
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Mary L. Broussard    
Psychology

Logan Elyse Burkhart    
Psychology

Jenel Capes    
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Taylor Marie Coleman    
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Emily Rose Connaway    
Psychology

Dessire Jannay Cookhorne    
Psychology

Christina Davila    
Psychology

Brittany Ann Fitzerald    
Marriage and Family Therapy

Sarah Emma Leigh Garza    
Human Services Counseling

Juanita Mesa Giraldo    
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Cedric Grady    
Human Services

Richard Hilmey Harb, III    
Human Services

Theodora M. Jackson    
Psychology

Chinasaokwu I. Kemakolam    
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Manzum Ara Rita Khan    
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Kelly Lynn Klingberg    
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Joy S. Lee    
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Christopher Eugene Legier    
Psychology

Kayla Rae Patton    
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Kenny Martinez Perez    
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Diana Julia Suarez Pulecio    
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

MASTER OF ARTS
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★ CUM LAUDE ★ ★  MAGNA CUM LAUDE ★ ★ ★  SUMMA CUM LAUDE

MASTER OF EDUCATION

Adrian J. Berry    
Higher Education

Carolyn Bishop    
Higher Education

Addie Cole-Oringi    
Curriculum and Instruction

Rita Saikali Droubi    
Curriculum and Instruction

Monica Michelle Edwards    
Curriculum and Instruction

Amy Joy Erdmann    
Curriculum and Instruction

Kristy Roberts Havard    
Reading

Maria Eugenia Hidalgo M    
Curriculum and Instruction

Trena' Jamison    
Curriculum and Instruction

Hameeda Judha    
Curriculum and Instruction with Certification

Nicholas Longdo    
Curriculum and Instruction

Dylan Lee Levring McCreery    
Curriculum and Instruction

Angie Jennifer Hong Nguyen    
Curriculum and Instruction

Sonia Servin    
Educational Diagnostician

Kaitlin Nicole Smith    
Higher Education

John Floyd Tedore    
Curriculum and Instruction with Certification

Maria Ana Travis    
Curriculum and Instruction

Cheryl Latrice Rideaux    
Human Services

Jorge Alberto Rodriguez    
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Jonathan M. Semro    
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Rochelle D. Smith    
Human Services Counseling

Brent Jason Stoller    
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Kayla Upton    
Human Services

Jack Fang Wang    
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Sandra Elizabeth Welch    
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Britany Nicole Williams    
Psychology

Courtney Winston    
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Elizabeth Elora Yerger    
Marriage and Family Therapy

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Lisa Covington    
Learning, Technology & Design

Je'Braun Dontay McConnell    
Learning, Technology & Design

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION

La’Krystal K. Foster  
Executive Educational Leadership

Parent Perception of Involvement and Its Impact on Academic 
Achievement in Early Childhood Education

Jenice Santiago-Colón    
Executive Leadership in Mental Health and Human Services

COVID-19 Vaccine: What Factors Influence People's  
Vaccination Decisions?
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★ CUM LAUDE ★ ★  MAGNA CUM LAUDE ★ ★ ★  SUMMA CUM LAUDE

UNDERGRADUATE HONORS
 ★ cum laude:  grade point average of 3.50 to 3.69 on a 4.00 scale 
 ★★ magna cum laude:  grade point av er age of 3.70 to 3.89 on a 4.00 scale 
 ★★★ summa cum laude:  grade point average of 3.90 to 4.00 on a 4.00 scale
  (Based on a min i mum of 60 semester alpha hours in residence.)

THE PAGEANTRY OF ACADEMIC REGALIA
One of the more colorful aspects of a university commencement is the tradition of academic regalia developed 
by academic institutions in recognition of the accomplishments of scholars. American academic dress in the 
twenty-first century identifies specific degrees by distinctive robes and hoods.

The Robe
The robe for the bachelor’s degree has pointed sleeves and is designed to be worn closed. The robe for the 
master’s degree has an oblong sleeve, open at the wrist, with the sleeve base hanging down in the traditional 
manner. The robe for the doctor’s degree has a bell-shaped sleeve, with velvet panels and sleeve chevrons in 
black velvet or in distinctive colors representing the academic discipline. 

The Hood
The hood is the most colorful feature of academic regalia. The outside of the hood is black trimmed with an 
edging of velvet or velveteen, in a color distinctive of the subject to which the degree pertains.

 White Arts, Letters and Humanities
 Drab Business Administration
 Copper Economics
 Light Blue Education
 Brown Fine Arts
 Peacock Blue Government
 Purple Law
 Lemon Library Science
 Pink Music
 Apricot Nursing 
 Dark Blue or Black Philosophy
 Gold Computer Sciences, Statistics and Science
 White Sociology
 Scarlet Theology or Divinity

The hood is lined with the official color or colors of the university conferring the degree. HCU graduates proudly 
wear the Orange and Blue of their Alma Mater.

THE UNIVERSITY MACE
The university mace is borne by the college marshal preceding the president in all academic processions. A mace 
was carried as a readily available weapon for the opening of official events in medieval England but later became 
a cer e mo ni al symbol of office.
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EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

Dr. Robert B. Sloan, President
Dr. Jerry Johnston, Vice President for Innovation and Strategic Marketing

Mr. Steve Moniaci, Director of Athletics
Mrs. Sandra Mooney, Chief Financial Officer/Chief Operating Officer
Dr. Stanley Napper, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs

Dr. Steven Peterson, Vice President for Online/Digital Learning
Mrs. Sharon Saunders, Vice President for Advancement and University Relations

Dr. James Steen, Vice President for Enrollment Management

DEANS

Dr. Kristina Cerling, Dean, College of Education and Behavioral Sciences
Dr. Katie Evans, Dean, College of Science and Engineering

Dr. Jeffrey Green, Dean, The Graduate School
Dr. Jodey Hinze, Dean, College of Arts and Humanities

Dr. Greggory Keiffer, Executive Associate Dean, Archie W. Dunham College of Business
Dr. Carol Lavender, Dean, School of Nursing and Allied Health

Mr. Michael Rome, Dean, Archie W. Dunham College of Business
Dr. Phil Tallon, Dean, School of Christian Thought

ADVISORY TRUSTEES

Mr. Johnny Baker 
Dr. Stewart Morris, Sr. 

Mr. Jim R. Smith

Dr. Duane Brooks

Rev. Willie Davis 

The Honorable William Flores MBA ‘85 

The Honorable Bryan Hughes

Mr. Keith Jacobson

Mr. Dale Jefferson ‘83

Mr. Stephen M. Kerns 

Dr. Chris Kouba

The Honorable Jeff Leach

Pastor Gregg Matte

Mr. Ralph McBride

Mr. David Mobley

Mr. Matthew W. Morris 

Mr. Tom Mosley

Rev. Ramiro Peña 

Mrs. Judi Pyburn ‘94

Mr. Marc Rylander 

Mrs. Lisa Simon ‘76

Mr. Clois Smith

Mr. Jerome Smith 

Mr. Reid Smith

Mr. Tadd Tellepsen MBA ‘99

Dr. Dan S. Wilford 

Mr. Bill Williams 

Mr. Bruce Williams 

Dr. Diane Williams ‘93

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Rev. Garry Blackmon,  Chair
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Ten Pillars 2030
The Core Convictions of HCU

     Pillar I: God, the Creator of a Good and Knowable World

     Pillar II: A Plan of Restoration

     Pillar III: The Importance of Human Agency

     Pillar IV: A Renewed People

     Pillar V: A Mandate to Understand the World

     Pillar VI: Learning and Teaching as Discipleship

     Pillar VII: Life, Marriage, Gender, and Humanness

     Pillar VIII: Governmental Institutions

     Pillar IX: The Christian University

     Pillar X: The Mystery of Unity in Christ

Houston Christian University has a history of affirming these particular ways of thinking and living, 
which we hereby describe as Ten Pillars. These convictions are an essential part of the traditional beliefs 
and commitments of the University. They are set forth here to bring to mind the ten physical pillars that 
are now iconic on our campus and thus represent the durable historical and theological commitments 
that undergird our practices and enable us to translate our worldview, Preamble, and mission into 
academic programs, curricular structures, and habits of the mind and heart. HCU confesses and takes 
shelter under these Ten Pillars.

Unanimously approved by the Board of Trustees
                                            September 20, 2022

Our MissiOn

The mission of Houston Christian University is to provide a learning experience that instills in students 
a passion for academic, spiritual, and professional excellence as a result of our central confession, 
“Jesus Christ is Lord.”

Unanimously approved by the Board of Trustees
February 24, 2009
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Hail the Orange and Blue



7502 Fondren Road     •     Houston, Texas 77074-3298     •     281-649-3000     •     HBU.edu

The Nature of the Institution
The Houston Christian University is a Christian liberal arts university dedicated to the development of 
moral character, the enrichment of spiritual lives, and the perpetuation of growth in Christian ideals. 
Founded under the providence of God and with the conviction that there is a need for a university in 
this community that will train the minds, develop the moral character and enrich the spiritual lives of 
all people who may come within the ambit of its influence, HOUSTON CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY 
shall stand as a witness for Jesus Christ ex pressed directly through its administration, faculty and stu-
dents. To assure the per petu ation of these basic concepts of its founders, it is resolved that all those 
who become associated with Houston Christian Uni ver sity as a trustee, officer, member of the faculty 
or of the staff, and perform work connected with the educational ac tivi ties of the University, must 
believe in the divine in spi ra tion of the Bible, both the Old Testament and New Testament, that man 
was directly created by God, the virgin birth of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, as the Son of 
God, that He died for the sins of all men and thereafter arose from the grave, that by repentance and 
acceptance of and belief in Him, by the grace of God, the individual is saved from eternal damnation and 
receives eternal life in the presence of God; and it is further resolved that the ultimate teachings in this  
Uni ver sity shall never be in con sis tent with the above principles.

 
Preamble to the Bylaws 

February 1961

After several years of consideration, research, and prayerful review, the leadership of Houston Baptist 
University unanimously approved the decision to change its name to Houston Christian University. This new 
name more accurately reflects our student body, faculty, staff, alumni, and the community we serve. The 
name “Houston Christian University” is welcoming to the many students enrolled who come from many 
different denominations of the Christian faith, as well as those who claim no faith. It clarifies who we are, a 
distinctly Christian university that welcomes all students to benefit from our excellent academic programs.

The Nature of the Institution was approved by the Board of Trustees in 1961 … and will not change. 
Likewise, the mission of Houston Christian University remains unchanged.

In announcing the name change to University family and friends, Dr. Robert Sloan stated, “This University 
is truly a transformative place because of your support. Like you, we believe that authentic and faithful 
Christian higher education, rooted in a scriptural worldview, is ever more critical in a fractured society in 
need of reconciliation, hope, and healing. Thank you for the many ways—by prayer, word of mouth, financial 
contributions, and influence—that you allow all of us to be part of God’s work in this world.

The University’s mission and core convictions, which we call The Ten Pillars 2030, remain the same, deeply 
rooted in the authoritative Word of God. HCU’s historic Christian commitments have not and will not 
change.”


