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COMMENCEMENT
Nine o'clock in the morning 

May thirteenth, two thousand twenty-three 
Morris Cultural Arts Center, Dunham Theater

Dr. Stanley Napper 
Presiding

*Welcome . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. J. Matthew Boyleston
Professor of English & Writing

 
*Processional. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            Rigaudon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                André Campra, arr. Linker

Mr. John Kirk, Organ 

*Scripture / Invocation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Keaton Parker ‘23

Hymn. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           Lead On, O King Eternal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    LANCASHIRE 
Nathan McCollum ’23, Tenor 

Mr. John Kirk, Organ

Greetings. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                     Dr. Stanley Napper, Provost &  
Vice President for Academic Affairs 

Special Music. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           Give Me Jesus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         Anonymous
Dr. David Kirkwood, Tenor 

Charge to the Graduates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Robert B. Sloan, President

Recommendation of Class of 2023 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Stanley Napper 

Board of Trustees Approval of Degrees. . . . . . . . . . . .           . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Garry Blackmon
Chair, Board of Trustees

Conferring of Degrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dr. Robert B. Sloan 

Presentation of Degrees. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 Deans and Faculty, Colleges and Schools 
Announcement of Graduates 

Welcome to the Alumni Association . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               Damon Maddox ’00, MBA ‘02

*Benediction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sharon Ibironke Ajayi ‘23 

*Alma Mater. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Hail the Orange and Blue. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Hinton-Looser
Arianna Jacobs ’23 Soprano     

Mr. John Kirk, Organ

*Recessional. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          Finale Jubilante. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         Healey Willan
Mr. John Kirk, Organ

Thank you for celebrating with us at this Commencement ceremony. 
So that the audience may enjoy the ceremony, we ask that you remember to turn off your cell phone.

*All who are willing and able, please stand.
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★ CUM LAUDE	 ★ ★  MAGNA CUM LAUDE	 ★ ★ ★  SUMMA CUM LAUDE

DEGREE CANDIDATES 
The following degrees and certificates will be awarded upon completion of all requirements.

ARCHIE W. DUNHAM COLLEGE OF BUSINESS
UNDERGRADUATE CERTIFICATE

BACHELOR OF ARTS

Karla Veronica Ramirez Flores
Data Analytics

Christopher Lee
General Business

Irma Jailene Pineda
Data Analytics

Mayowa Azeezat Seriki
Data Analytics

Air Inginsan Aung
General Business

Angela Mai Lei Baltimore
General Business

Madeleine Cauley
General Business

Drew Gibson Decker
General Business

Ja'Nelle Dezerae' Edwards ★★
General Business

Sam Hofman ★
General Business

Maks Klanjscek
General Business

Jourdan B Kyles
General Business

Erin Bailey Morrissey ★★★
General Business

Danny Alfred Muntean ★★
General Business

Sasha Danielle Olguin
General Business

Jason O, Thompson Jr.
General Business

Tina Thuc Tong ★★
General Business

Jessica L Wilson
General Business

BACHELOR OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION   

Madison Elaine Adams ★★
Marketing

Ayomidele Chukwudi Adeseun
Finance

Miguel Hassan Amar
Finance

Bessy Johanna Banegas
Finance

Katilyn Marie Bell
Management

Priynka V Bhambhani
Marketing

Ben Dale Andrew Caton ★★★
Finance

Maria Emilia Colin Vazquez ★
Marketing

Esther Abigail Cordova ★★
Finance

Loyda Abigail Cordova ★
Finance

Jamila Peniel Cross ★★★
Accounting

Dillon Bradley Etter ★
International Business

Nathaniel Timothy Ewest
Finance

Samantha Jazmin Flores
Accounting

Noa Elena Grochowski ★
International Business

Ma De Jesus Jimenez
Accounting

Victoria Grace Kenney
Marketing

Ashlie Hazel Kunschick
Management
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★ CUM LAUDE	 ★ ★  MAGNA CUM LAUDE	 ★ ★ ★  SUMMA CUM LAUDE

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE   

MASTER OF BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION   
Vickie Rechelle Anderson   

Manal Bayoumi   

Kenesha Faye Black   

Rita Chan   

Akif Charinya   

Harshdeep Singh Chugh   

Aristophane Drouillard   

Amanda Aster D'souza   

Jeffrey Charles Green   

Matthew Macario Guerrero   

Lindsay P Harris   

Rodrigo Alberto Mata Harrouch   

Enobong Joyce Houston   

Ye Lambert Charles Emmanuel 
Dominique Kodjo Koffy   

Tamaraefieye Isaac Oweiotu-Ebi   

Jared Ceasar Pyland   

Shonte N Randall   

Jared Burch Riley   

Talin Rae Rizo   

Brittney Thomas   

Zion Joshua Tordoff   

LaTresia Kiona Wilson   

Brennan Luke Young   

Shantai Danielle Warren
Organizational Development & Change

Sitara Lalani
Management

Makenzy Alexandria Leonard ★★
Marketing

Luchesi Vale Macedo
Finance

Vannia Vanessa Mendoza ★★
Accounting

Andy Ronaldo Merida
Management

Kevon Ellery Mosley
Accounting

Caleb Daniel Munton
Management

Merari Nambo ★★
Accounting

Sirenia Tovar Navarro ★★
International Business

Brett Allen Neubauer ★★
Management

Alyssa Thanh Nguyen ★★
Marketing

Joshua Chinekefurumanya Nkwo ★
Management

Michael Chukunweike Ogashi
Management

Silvia Raquel Ortiz Molina ★★★
Accounting

Keaton Robert Parker ★
Management

Yareth Perez ★★
Finance

Brinkley Bass Richardson Junior ★★★
Management

Samantha Del Carmen Romero Castillo
Marketing

Jessica Dafne Rose ★★
Management

Drew Everett Russell
Finance

Christian Saldivar ★★
Management

Michael John Townsend ★★★
Management

Tatiana Vasquez Ramirez ★★★
Marketing

Branden J Walker
Marketing

Jinghan Yang
Marketing
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★ CUM LAUDE	 ★ ★  MAGNA CUM LAUDE	 ★ ★ ★  SUMMA CUM LAUDE

MASTER OF SCIENCE
Brady Batten
Management & Entrepreneurship

Ke'Ona Ja'Nae' Butler
Human Resources Management

Oluwatoyin Temitayo Oredeko
Human Resources Management

Yaya Guislena Lukoki Pombolo
Human Resources Management

Leandre Wayne Prince
Human Resources Management

Nyla Marie Robinson
Human Resources Management

Joseph Angelo Lim Tiongson
Human Resources Management

Zachary Ver Ferrer Villafuerte
Management & Entrepreneurship

Farah N Walker
Management & Entrepreneurship

Shantai Danielle Warren
Human Resources Management

MASTER OF FINE ARTS   

MASTER OF LIBERAL ARTS   

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND HUMANITIES
MASTER OF ARTS

Taylor  Erikson-Renken
History

Ilayda Otgun
History

Kelly Blythe Garrison   Kerry Coleen Wagenhoffer   

Eugenie LeBlanc Adams
Creative Writing

Femi Olajire Akande
Studio Art

Ashleigh Brooks Buchanan
Studio Art

Maria A. Castagnetti Leal
Studio Art

Charles Jason Collins
Studio Art

Laura M Flores
Studio Art

Marcy Elaine Karmout
Studio Art

Katricia Michelle Lang
Screenwriting

Symone Aimee LeFlore Murphy
Creative Writing

Christopher M Lewis
Studio Art

Francis  López Muñoz
Studio Art

Rachel Victoria Marrero
Creative Writing

Terri Denise McKnight
Studio Art

Lauren Elizabeth Otto
Screenwriting

Hannah Nicole Phelps
Creative Writing

Courtney Nichole Shilo
Studio Art

William Henderson Soller
Studio Art

Nicholas Alexander Vafiadis
Creative Writing

Kelsi Lyn Walters
Studio Art

Isabella Jenny Wu
Creative Writing
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★ CUM LAUDE	 ★ ★  MAGNA CUM LAUDE	 ★ ★ ★  SUMMA CUM LAUDE

COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING   
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE   

Sharon Ibironke Ajayi
Computer Science

Nathanael Paul Alcorn ★★★
Electrical Engineering

Stephanie Arriaga
Biology

Ryan D Barnes ★
Computer Science

Joel Javier Bray
Computer Science

Ainsley Hannah Brown ★★
Biochemistry/Molecular Biology

Jacob William Buckles ★★
Cyber Engineering

Xiaofan Cai ★★★
Chemistry

Areeg Chishty
Biology

Isabella Felise De Carlos ★
Biochemistry/Molecular Biology

Andrea Marie De Leon
Biology

Crystal Vi Dinh
Chemistry

Darius Miles Gatson ★
Computer Science

Kim Bach N Giep ★★
Biology

Mayra Lizet Granados ★
Biology

Yenny He Lin ★★
Electrical Engineering

Aracely Hernandez
Biology

Eunice Hernandez Molina
Cyber Engineering

Charles Andrew Hoffmeister ★
Computer Science

Sean D Horgan ★★★
Cyber Engineering

Johnny Fulton Hoy
Cyber Engineering

Nadine I Ineza ★★
Computer Science

Shatavia L James
Biology

Annmaria Baiju Joseph
Biology

David Paul Kim ★
Biochemistry/Molecular Biology

Alyssa Nicole Long ★
Biology

Carmen Lopez-Alvarenga
Chemistry

Gabrielle Nnenna Mbagwu ★
Chemistry

Stephen Wangai Mukuria
Cyber Engineering

Maira M. Mulla ★★★
Biology

Saman Nekoobahr ★★★
Biochemistry/Molecular Biology

Xavier Ngo
Computer Science

Keren Lee Oliver ★★★
Biology

Mariana Orozco Segovia
Biochemistry/Molecular Biology

Christopher Ngoc Tam Phan
Biochemistry/Molecular Biology

Kenneth A Pipas Jr
Electrical Engineering

Eber Poitan
Biology

Benjamin Osvaldo Ramirez
Chemistry

Alexandre Rafael Schnell Ribeiro
Biology

Davin Gabriel Sanchez
Biochemistry/Molecular Biology

Belen Hailemichael Seyoum
Biochemistry/Molecular Biology

Anina Elsa Shajimon ★
Biochemistry/Molecular Biology

Melanye Silva
Biology

Tekaari L Slaughter
Cyber Engineering

Sarai Valdespino
Biochemistry/Molecular Biology

Zeinab Hasan Wafi ★★
Biology

Jasie Leann Williams-Roberts ★★★
Biochemistry/Molecular Biology

Sierra D Wright
Biology

Marika-Aurora Gracie Young
Biochemistry/Molecular Biology

Alvina Zia ★★★
Biology



8

COMMENCEMENT
Eleven-thirty in the morning 

May thirteenth, two thousand twenty-three 
Morris Cultural Arts Center, Dunham Theater

Dr. Stanley Napper 
Presiding

*Welcome . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. J. Matthew Boyleston
Professor of English & Writing

 
*Processional. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            Rigaudon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                André Campra, arr. Linker

Mr. John Kirk, Organ 

*Scripture / Invocation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Catie C. Wuensche ‘23

Hymn. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           Lead On, O King Eternal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    LANCASHIRE 
Nathan McCollum ’23, Tenor 

Mr. John Kirk, Organ

Greetings. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                     Dr. Stanley Napper, Provost &  
Vice President for Academic Affairs 

Special Music. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           Give Me Jesus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         Anonymous
Dr. David Kirkwood, Tenor 

Charge to the Graduates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Robert B. Sloan, President

Recommendation of Class of 2023 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Stanley Napper 

Board of Trustees Approval of Degrees. . . . . . . . . . . .           . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Garry Blackmon
Chair, Board of Trustees

Conferring of Degrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dr. Robert B. Sloan 

Presentation of Degrees. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 Deans and Faculty, Colleges and Schools 
Announcement of Graduates 

Welcome to the Alumni Association . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               Damon Maddox ’00, MBA ‘02

*Benediction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Evelyn Gonzalez ‘23 

*Alma Mater. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Hail the Orange and Blue. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Hinton-Looser
Arianna Jacobs ’23 Soprano     

Mr. John Kirk, Organ

*Recessional. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          Finale Jubilante. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         Healey Willan
Mr. John Kirk, Organ

Thank you for celebrating with us at this Commencement ceremony. 
So that the audience may enjoy the ceremony, we ask that you remember to turn off your cell phone.

*All who are willing and able, please stand.
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★ CUM LAUDE	 ★ ★  MAGNA CUM LAUDE	 ★ ★ ★  SUMMA CUM LAUDE

DEGREE CANDIDATES 
The following degrees will be awarded upon completion of all requirements.

COLLEGE OF ARTS AND HUMANITIES
BACHELOR OF ARTS

Anees Alameldin ★★★
Legal Studies

Julia Paola Alvarez
Criminal Justice/Spanish

Antonio Eli Aranda
Political Science

Sarah A Ayala ★
Medical Humanities

Lishelle Bacon
Interdisciplinary Studies

Archie A Bijou Jr
Interdisciplinary Studies

Kristina M. Bonner
Mass Media Arts

Stephen V. Breedlove Jr.
Interdisciplinary Studies

Kevin Tyler Conley
Interdisciplinary Studies

April Faith Conner ★★★
English

Diego Andres Davila
Interdisciplinary Studies

Celeste Dominique Dunn ★★★
Legal Studies

Holli Michelle Evans
Interdisciplinary Studies

Karisma D Gillam
Interdisciplinary Studies

Evelyn Gonzalez ★
Medical Humanities

Michael Wayne Harrell Jr.
Interdisciplinary Studies

Tiffany Josefina Hinojosa ★★★
Legal Studies

Annie Ho ★★
Criminal Justice

Katina Denese Holland
Interdisciplinary Studies

Chloe M Hudspeth ★
Studio Art

Kristi Ann Hunsaker
Interdisciplinary Studies

Zachary Iyeyemi
Interdisciplinary Studies

Michael Alexander Johnican
Interdisciplinary Studies

Tracy Johnson ★
Interdisciplinary Studies

Imad Khan
Interdisciplinary Studies

Ryan J Lee ★★★
English

Charlette Lemaire
Interdisciplinary Studies

Jeeline Jomento Martinez ★
Interdisciplinary Studies

Nathan McCollum ★
Music

Celestine Denice Morales ★★
Criminal Justice

Hannah G. Morley
Medical Humanities

Cameron Edward Morvant ★★★
Creative Writing

Margarita Sanchez Nadal
Interdisciplinary Studies

Kim Thuan Ngoc Nguyen ★
Medical Humanities

Keily Abigail Palacios
Medical Humanities

Elise Johanna Cabatingan Parel
Interdisciplinary Studies

Brittany Payne
Interdisciplinary Studies

Giovany Moises Perez
Criminal Justice

Esther M. Poulose
Medical Humanities

Melanie Irais Prince
Interdisciplinary Studies

Ashley R Quamme
Interdisciplinary Studies

Benjamin Osvaldo Ramirez
Music

Alexis Nicole Renteria
Interdisciplinary Studies

Cindy Reyes
Medical Humanities

Alexis Caroline Ritterbush ★★
History/Music

Julia Rodriguez
Criminal Justice

Guiselle Guadalupe Rubio ★★★
Legal Studies

Mary Jacklyn Salazar ★★
Interdisciplinary Studies
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★ CUM LAUDE	 ★ ★  MAGNA CUM LAUDE	 ★ ★ ★  SUMMA CUM LAUDE
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SCHOOL OF NURSING AND ALLIED HEALTH
BACHELOR OF ARTS   

Miriam A Dickey ★
Kinesiology-Sport Management

Trent Logan Letney
Kinesiology-Sport Management

Jayden Markel Seals ★
Music

Robert Eugene Smith Jr.
Interdisciplinary Studies

Chase Jackson Stokes
Interdisciplinary Studies

Kelli Alysse Valbuena
Criminal Justice

George Thomas VanZant ★★
Political Science

Alexandra Christine Vasquez
Legal Studies

Victoria Lynn Vasquez ★★★
Narrative Arts

Meike Cornelia Maria Verdaasdonk
Interdisciplinary Studies

Eric Alexander Villanueva
Medical Humanities

Catie Cheryl Wuensche ★★★
English

Victoria Ashley Yarber
Medical Humanities

BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS
Matthew Hunter Bridges ★★
Cinematic Arts

Nathaniel Emile Chavez ★
Cinematic Arts

Hope Edwards ★★
Graphic Design

Vijay Reddy Kaila ★★★
Cinematic Arts

Esabior Rivera ★
Cinematic Arts

Elaynna Michelle Robins ★★★
Cinematic Arts

Cassidy Brendan Schramm ★★
Interactive Media & Digital Design

Trey Tayler Smith
Interactive Media & Digital Design

Victoria Celeste Trevino
Cinematic Arts

Luis Angel Vielmas ★★
Cinematic Arts

Thu Ngoc Minh Vo
Graphic Design

Miranda Marie Zaebst ★★★
Cinematic Arts

Dillon Matthew Zastrocky ★★★
Interactive Media & Digital Design

BACHELOR OF MUSIC   

BACHELOR OF MUSIC EDUCATION   

Mike A Betancourt ★★★
Music Performance-Piano

Petronilo Reyes Jr ★
Music Performance-Voice

Gabrielle Rene' Tyler
Music Performance-Voice

Natalie Kaitlyn White ★
Music Performance-Voice

Arianna Rose Jacobs ★ 
Music-Vocal/Keyboard
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★ CUM LAUDE	 ★ ★  MAGNA CUM LAUDE	 ★ ★ ★  SUMMA CUM LAUDE
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BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN NURSING

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Oluwapelumi Adebimpe Adebayo

Leslie Avila

Joanna Goh Basham ★★

Chloe Elizabeth Berry

Mackenzie Jewel Alyse Boehning ★

Ja'Natalye Denise Clark ★★

Jackeline Patricia Cura ★

C’ezzanne Danielle M. Ealdama ★★★

Gladys Dragon Ebarle

Jenna Renee Edmonds ★

Brooke Alysse Franklin

Anna Elizabeth Gadway ★★

Cameron Lee Garcia ★★

Bryson C Gully

Jared Demetrice Hunter ★

Ayomide Esther Ilori

Elaina C Jones

Yetunde Olaide Kayode-Alhassan

Emma Nicole Larios

Hailey Lindsey

Rachel Long

Lesly Lopez Velazquez ★

Raveena Julia Mahabir ★★

Victoria Consuelo Martinez ★

Andraya-Grace Ngoyi Ngeya ★

Camilla Phuong Nguyen ★

Elizabeth Thanh Nguyen

Blessing Ohaeri ★

Ogechikanma Martha Oko ★★

Favour Chidinma Okoro ★★★

Christopher Gage Parham

Gabrielle Pedro ★★

Jazmine Balbina Perez Castillo ★★

Joanna Marie Plum

Leila Rastegar

Rebecca Madison Reeves ★★

Jocelyn Lisseth Romero

Zahir Taleyah Saei

Yesenia Salazar Hernandez

Andrew Vincent Tran ★

Chidinma Umeh

Nathan Ray Allen ★★
Kinesiology-Allied Health

Isaiah Jacob Alonzo
Kinesiology-Wellness Management

Zaena Aram Alzahrawi ★
Kinesiology-Wellness Management

Aysis J Azarcon ★
Kinesiology-Wellness Management

Lashaun Bailey
Kinesiology-Allied Health

Abbey Kalea Bufkin
Kinesiology-Wellness Management

Mitchell James Cashion
Kinesiology-Wellness Management

Tianna JaQuai Crooks
Kinesiology-Wellness Management

Nathaniel David Culbreath
Kinesiology-Wellness Management

Avery Morgan Drake
Kinesiology-Wellness Management

Timothy Gerard Ewald Jr.
Kinesiology-Wellness Management

Travis Matthew Goode
Kinesiology-Wellness Management

Alejandra D. Gutierrez
Kinesiology-Allied Health

Shaya E Kiemele
Kinesiology-Wellness Management

Shirmalyn Da'Nay Moore
Kinesiology-Wellness Management

Paul Morales Jr.
Kinesiology-Wellness Management

Erin Bailey Morrissey ★★★
Kinesiology-Wellness Management

Jennifer Ortuno
Kinesiology-Wellness Management

Catherine Grace Perez ★★
Kinesiology-Allied Health

Elijah Mikal Quarles
Kinesiology-Wellness Management

Javan Christian Smitherman
Kinesiology-Wellness Management

Thien-Hieu Tang
Kinesiology-Wellness Management

Robert C West
Kinesiology-Wellness Management

Amber Alexandra Zimmer ★★★
Kinesiology-Allied Health



12

★ CUM LAUDE	 ★ ★  MAGNA CUM LAUDE	 ★ ★ ★  SUMMA CUM LAUDE
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Aracely Alvarez
Family Nurse Practitioner

Marissa J. Arlitt
Family Nurse Practitioner

Andrea Magdalena Barrios
Family Nurse Practitioner

Karla Yesica Camara
Family Nurse Practitioner

Monica Nguyen Cummins
Family Nurse Practitioner

Crystal Ann Gongora
Family Nurse Practitioner

Tina M Gonzales
Family Nurse Practitioner

Nikki Cherice Govan-Forge
Family Nurse Practitioner

Aimee Rene Nicole Grant
Family Nurse Practitioner

Blanca Lizzeth Gutierrez
Family Nurse Practitioner

Robert J Harris
Family Nurse Practitioner

Cindy Almanza Hinojosa
Family Nurse Practitioner

Manminder Kaur
Family Nurse Practitioner

Ngozi Kirsch
Family Nurse Practitioner

Christala Genee Lardas
Family Nurse Practitioner

Claudia Elena Loredo Rogers
Family Nurse Practitioner

Heather Adalynne Luper
Family Nurse Practitioner

Eden Mera
Family Nurse Practitioner

Patience Ekinadese Nehikhare
Family Nurse Practitioner

Laura Obiageli Okigbo
Family Nurse Practitioner

Lacey Lyn Overby
Family Nurse Practitioner

Marites Gomez Panopio
Family Nurse Practitioner

Ashley Monique Pollard
Family Nurse Practitioner

Shelley Ann Marie Ramirez
Family Nurse Practitioner

Veronica Ruth Riojas
Family Nurse Practitioner

Anabel Silva
Family Nurse Practitioner

Lauren Danielle Standfield
Family Nurse Practitioner

Emily May Weidler
Family Nurse Practitioner

MASTER OF SCIENCE IN NURSING
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COMMENCEMENT
Two o'clock in the afternoon 

May thirteenth, two thousand twenty-three 
Morris Cultural Arts Center, Dunham Theater

Dr. Stanley Napper 
Presiding

*Welcome . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Vickey Giles
Associate Dean, Doctoral Programs & Grants 

College of Education & Behavioral Sciences
 

*Processional. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            Rigaudon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                André Campra, arr. Linker
Mr. John Kirk, Organ 

*Scripture / Invocation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Daylon Piper MDiv ‘23

Hymn. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           Lead On, O King Eternal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                    LANCASHIRE 
Dr. David Kirkwood,  Tenor 

Mr. John Kirk, Organ

Greetings. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                     Dr. Stanley Napper, Provost &  
Vice President for Academic Affairs 

Special Music. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           Give Me Jesus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         Anonymous
Dr. David Kirkwood, Tenor 

Charge to the Graduates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                      . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Robert B. Sloan, President

Recommendation of Class of 2023 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dr. Stanley Napper 

Board of Trustees Approval of Degrees. . . . . . . . . . . .           . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Rev. Garry Blackmon
Chair, Board of Trustees

Conferring of Degrees . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dr. Robert B. Sloan 

Presentation of Degrees. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 Deans and Faculty, Colleges and Schools 
Announcement of Graduates 

Welcome to the Alumni Association . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               Damon Maddox ’00, MBA ‘02

*Benediction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                               . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .William Anthony (Bill) Scott ‘23 

*Alma Mater. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     Hail the Orange and Blue. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                   Hinton-Looser
Dr. David Kirkwood, Tenor     

Mr. John Kirk, Organ

*Recessional. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                          Finale Jubilante. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         Healey Willan
Mr. John Kirk, Organ

Thank you for celebrating with us at this Commencement ceremony. 
So that the audience may enjoy the ceremony, we ask that you remember to turn off your cell phone.

*All who are willing and able, please stand.
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Savannah Danielle Bradshaw
Christianity

Jenna Nicole Frigon
Biblical Studies

Sierra Rae Gonzalez
Biblical Studies

Austin Michael Green
Christianity

Eric Owusu
Christian Ministry

Daylon L Piper ★★★
Christianity

Leul Mulugeta Tefera Sr ★★
Theological Studies

William Anthony Scott
Philosophical Apologetics

Grant Walker Broadhurst
Apologetics

Mary Louise Cornish
Apologetics

Craig Robert Fronckiewicz
Theological Studies

Mark W McNiel
Apologetics

Ryan Scott Minner
Apologetics

Tshepo Muvhulawa Rathiaya
Apologetics

Claudette Richardson
Theological Studies

William Anthony Scott
Apologetics

Johnnie Taylor
Theological Studies

Liang Yang
Christian Leadership

Samuel Kwasi Amponsem ★
Psychology

Andrea Anzo
Psychology

Xya Asia Balderas
Psychology

Daymar Campos ★
Psychology

Emily Cardenas Cardenas
Psychology

Devon Mykalia Leigh Chase
Psychology

Katheryn Anne Collette
Psychology

Mya Ariana Dillon
Psychology

Laura Janette Estrada ★
Psychology

Immanuella Christopher Eyobio
Psychology

Leslie Aine Garcia
Psychology

Soliyana Geberegieorgies
Psychology

Savannah Danielle Bradshaw

James Eric Mingle

Daylon L Piper

Abdias Samuel Sapon

SCHOOL OF CHRISTIAN THOUGHT
BACHELOR OF ARTS

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION AND BEHAVIORAL SCIENCES
BACHELOR OF ARTS

GRADUATE CERTIFICATE

MASTER OF ARTS

MASTER OF DIVINITY
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MASTER OF ARTS

BACHELOR OF SCIENCE

Joshua A Graham ★★
Psychology

Hailey Rena Harvey ★★★
Psychology/Studio Art

Steven Ho ★
Psychology

Silvia Ehizogie Iyamu ★
Psychology

Jimena Jimenez ★
Psychology

Esther Namutebi Kizito ★★
Psychology

Claudimira Augusto Landim
Psychology

Myrka Geovana Lopez
Psychology

Jackson Cornelius Moore
Psychology

Oyenike Blessing Oyewo
Psychology

Lyndee Potetz
Psychology

Brittney Nicole Robinson
Psychology

Sarah Ashley Monique White ★
Psychology

Dorcas Madelin Cruz Zelaya ★★
EC-12 Art with Teacher Certification

Brooke Marie Koenig ★
English, Language Arts & Reading (7-12) 
with Teacher Certification & ESL

Erin Belle Larmer
Elementary Education with ESL

Ryann Alessandra Luna
Elementary Education with ESL

Allexandra C Morales ★★
EC-12 Art with Teacher Certification

Hoai Tien Nguyen ★★★
Elementary Education with ESL

Kayla D Perrin ★★
Elementary Education with ESL

Reagan Nicole Rodgers ★★★
Elementary Education with ESL

Sherin E Varghese ★★
Elementary Education with ESL

Alfonso Vazquez Jr. ★★
Kinesiology EC-12 with Teacher 
Certification

Cynthia Ajin de Palomino
Marriage and Family Therapy

Koriyan Rhea Alexander
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Kimberly Kay Anderson
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Pooja Govind Bibe
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Megan Alyssa Brewer
Human Services

Amelia P Brown
Psychology

Maya Zhantè Burnett
Psychology

Mircle Monshay Carter
Marriage and Family Therapy

Flor M Caton
Psychology

Kennedy Rachelle Collins
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Lunden Daniel Davis
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Sabrina Michelle Derouin
Psychology

Jacqueline Esperanza DeVoge
Psychology

Shannon Kay Duncan
Human Services

Kenna Marie Earles
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Clemmy Eneas-Forde
Human Services

Christina Escobedo
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Kierra Fulks
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Stacey Lynn Gaspard
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Janielle Gittens
Psychology

Autumn Sage Grahmann
Psychology

Jasmine Nicole Grant
Human Services Counseling

Meaghan Biggio Hampton
Christian Counseling

Lauren Helfrich
Clinical Mental Health Counseling
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Ashleigh Brooke Holley
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Nadia E Hooper
Psychology

Karen Leigh Hoppe-Briones
Human Services

Candace Jackson
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Ju Young Jacobo
Psychology

Giavanna Mariah Jones
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

KaryAnn Keaton James
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Angela Ann Nicole Koslan
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Makayla Lyn Kunz
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Leah Elizabeth Lomonte
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Clairna Lovius
Psychology

Maria Elena Mayorga
Psychology

Erika McDaniel Corsey
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

William Scott McLemore Jr
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Bonnie Jean Miller
Christian Psychological Studies

Kimberly Diane Muncy
Psychology

Angela Marie Navarro
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Marilyn Amarachukwu Nzoiwu
Psychology

Nataya Punch
Human Services

Wisdom Rena Randle
Psychology

Catherine Lou Richards
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Symone Ambrielle Roberts
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Roselle Lomeda Rosenbeck
Psychology

Brandy Rucker
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Casey Owen Ruff
Christian Psychological Studies

Miriam Mayosubomi Seun-Fadipe
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Myanah Shante Simmons
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Rhonda L Simuel
Psychology

Joanna Jean Skiba
Psychology

Sloane M Snyder
Marriage and Family Therapy

Jerlesa N Tates
Psychology

Julija Vujakovic
Psychology

Pamela Allison Walthall
Marriage and Family Therapy

Alaina Lynae Warrior
Psychology

Jacob Weissman
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Renae Mathews Wheatley
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Kimberly Olivia Williams
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Chelsea Marie Woods
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Xavier Woodson
Clinical Mental Health Counseling

Monica Wyles
Marriage and Family Therapy

MASTER OF EDUCATION

Klaire Katherine Ansell
Curriculum and Instruction with Certification

Sharifa Michelle Brinson
Curriculum and Instruction

Madeline Anne Butters
Curriculum and Instruction with Certification

Lizeth Katherine Cardenas Hernandez
Curriculum and Instruction with Certification

Julie Chappell
Curriculum and Instruction

Gulnaz Dhanani
Curriculum and Instruction with Certification

Vinne Jean Edward
Educational Administration

Kenyada Michelle Fore
Curriculum and Instruction with Certification

Aja Chantal Hogan-Ramsay
Curriculum and Instruction with Certification

LeTyne Geneva Grace Kelly
Educational Administration

Mayra Alejandra Lazo
Curriculum and Instruction

Meagan Elizabeth Martin
Educational Administration
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Jennifer Rosi Moreno Calix
Professional School Counseling

Pedro Mendoza Rocha Jr.
Higher Education

Stephanie Michelle Rubio
Curriculum and Instruction with Certification

Wendy C Taboada
Reading

Grace Victoria Torres
Educational Administration

Perla D. Vargas
Educational Administration

MASTER OF SCIENCE

Anna Grace Agirman
Learning, Technology & Design

Bryan Syvert Curran
Learning, Technology & Design

Kelly Marie Brod
Executive Educational Leadership 

A PHENOMENOLOGICAL STUDY OF 
THE LIVED EXPERIENCES OF MIDDLE 
SCHOOL TEACHERS IMPLEMENTING 
A SOCIAL EMOTIONAL LEARNING 
PROGRAM WITH AT-RISK STUDENTS

Sarah Lorraine Etter
Executive Educational Leadership 

THE IMPACT OF ADMINISTRATORS 
INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNOLOGY 
LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT ON 
TEACHER EFFICACY FOR PREPARING 
STUDENTS FOR HIGH-STAKES ONLINE 
TESTING

Jennifer Lynette Harper
Executive Educational Leadership 

EXPERIENCES OF FEMALE TRACK 
AND FIELD COACHES IN SECONDARY 
SCHOOLS REGARDING THEIR 
OPPORTUNITIES AND CHALLENGES IN 
THE WORKPLACE

Tonya Y Hernandez
Executive Leadership in Mental Health 
and Human Services

MEDICAID EXPANSION AND SCHOOL-
BASED BEHAVIORAL HEALTH: 
SYSTEMIC REVIEW OF POLICY, 
PROCEDURE, AND GUIDANCE OF 20 
STATES' ALIGNMENT OF THE FREE 
CARE POLICY

Caroline Lai Fang
Special Education Leadership 

CHARTER SCHOOLS SPECIAL 
EDUCATION TEACHERS' AND 
ADMINISTRATORS' PERCEPTIONS OF 
TRANSITION COMPETENCIES AND 
TRANSITION DEVELOPMENT

Ada Ashley Otti-Osorio
Executive Educational Leadership

VOICES FROM WITHIN: ALTERNATIVE 
CERTIFIED TEACHERS' PERSPECTIVE 
ON PREPAREDNESS WORKING IN HIGH 
NEEDS ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS

Erica Alwanna Rhone
Executive Educational Leadership

EFFECTS AND EXPERIENCES OF 
AFRICAN AMERICAN SINGLE MOTHERS 
PURSUING AN ADVANCED DEGREE 
WHILE RAISING CHILDREN

Dwight Joseph Smith
Executive Educational Leadership

LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES 
PERCEPTION ON THE CURRENT ISSUES 
OF SCHOOL SAFETY

Tonya Michelle Walker
Executive Educational Leadership

CULTURALLY RESPONSIVE 
LEADERSHIP TOWARD EDUCATIONAL 
EQUITY: A DIVE INTO THE SPILLOVER 
EFFECTS OF COVID-19 IN A LARGE 
TEXAS URBAN SCHOOL DISTRICT

Donelle Nicole Williams
Executive Educational Leadership

SELECTION, PLACEMENT, INDUCTION, 
AND DEVELOPMENT OF NOVICE 
MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE 
TEACHERS IN TRANSFORMATION 
SCHOOLS

Lesha Wincher
Executive Educational Leadership

PERCEPTIONS OF HEALTHCARE 
HUMAN RESOURCE DIRECTORS 
REGARDING HIRING WITH COLLEGE 
DEGREES OR WORK EXPERIENCE: A 
NARRATIVE QUALITATIVE STUDY

DOCTOR OF EDUCATION
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UNDERGRADUATE HONORS
	 ★	 cum laude:  grade point average of 3.50 to 3.69 on a 4.00 scale 
	 ★★	 magna cum laude:  grade point average of 3.70 to 3.89 on a 4.00 scale 
	 ★★★	 summa cum laude:  grade point average of 3.90 to 4.00 on a 4.00 scale
		  (Based on a minimum of 60 semester alpha hours in residence.)

THE PAGEANTRY OF ACADEMIC REGALIA
One of the more colorful aspects of a university commencement is the tradition of academic regalia developed 
by academic institutions in recognition of the accomplishments of scholars. American academic dress in the 
twenty-first century identifies specific degrees by distinctive robes and hoods.

The Robe
The robe for the bachelor’s degree has pointed sleeves and is designed to be worn closed. The robe for the 
master’s degree has an oblong sleeve, open at the wrist, with the sleeve base hanging down in the traditional 
manner. The robe for the doctor’s degree has a bell-shaped sleeve, with velvet panels and sleeve chevrons in 
black velvet or in distinctive colors representing the academic discipline. 

The Hood
The hood is the most colorful feature of academic regalia. The outside of the hood is black trimmed with an 
edging of velvet or velveteen, in a color distinctive of the subject to which the degree pertains.

	 White	 Arts, Letters and Humanities
	 Drab	 Business Administration
	 Copper	 Economics
	 Light Blue	 Education
	 Brown	 Fine Arts
	 Peacock Blue	 Government
	 Purple	 Law
	 Lemon	 Library Science
	 Pink	 Music
	 Apricot	 Nursing 
	 Dark Blue or Black	 Philosophy
	 Gold	 Computer Sciences, Statistics and Science
	 White	 Sociology
	 Scarlet	 Theology or Divinity

The hood is lined with the official color or colors of the university conferring the degree. HBU graduates proudly 
wear the Orange and Blue of their Alma Mater.

THE UNIVERSITY MACE
The university mace is borne by the college marshal preceding the president in all academic processions. A mace 
was carried as a readily available weapon for the opening of official events in medieval England but later became 
a ceremonial symbol of office.
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EXECUTIVE COUNCIL

Dr. Robert B. Sloan, President
Mr. Steve Moniaci, Director of Athletics

Mrs. Sandra Mooney, Chief Financial Officer/Chief Operating Officer
Dr. Stanley Napper, Provost and Vice President for Academic Affairs

Dr. Steven Peterson, Vice President for Online/Digital Learning
Mrs. Sharon Saunders, Vice President for Advancement and University Relations

Dr. James Steen, Vice President for Enrollment Management

ACADEMIC LEADERSHIP

Dr. Kristina Cerling, Associate Provost for Academic Affairs; Dean, The Graduate School
Dr. Katie Evans, Dean, College of Science and Engineering

Dr. Lesli Fridge, Interim Dean, College of Education and Behavioral Sciences
Dr. Jodey Hinze, Dean, College of Arts and Humanities

Dr. Greggory Keiffer, Executive Associate Dean, Archie W. Dunham College of Business
Dr. Carol Lavender, Dean, School of Nursing and Allied Health

Mr. Michael Rome, Dean, Archie W. Dunham College of Business
Dr. Phil Tallon, Dean, School of Christian Thought

ADVISORY TRUSTEES

Mr. Johnny Baker 
Dr. Stewart Morris, Sr. 

Mr. Jim R. Smith

Rev. Garry Blackmon 

Dr. Duane Brooks

Rev. Willie Davis 

Congressman William Flores MBA ‘85

Rev. Omar Garcia 

The Honorable Bryan Hughes

Mr. Keith Jacobson

Mr. Stephen M. Kerns 

Dr. Chris Kouba

The Honorable Jeff Leach

Mr. Ralph McBride

Mr. David Mobley

Mr. Matthew W. Morris 

Mr. Tom Mosley

Rev. Ramiro Peña 

Mrs. Judi Pyburn ‘94

Mr. Marc Rylander 

Mrs. Lisa Simon ‘76

Mr. Clois Smith

Mr. Jerome Smith 

Mr. Tadd Tellepsen MBA ‘99

Dr. Dan S. Wilford 

Mr. Bill Williams 

Mr. Bruce Williams 

Dr. Diane Williams ‘93

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Mrs. Judy Graham, Chair
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Ten Pillars 2030
The Core Convictions of HBU

	 				    Pillar I: God, the Creator of a Good and Knowable World

					     Pillar II: A Plan of Restoration

					     Pillar III: The Importance of Human Agency

					     Pillar IV: A Renewed People

					     Pillar V: A Mandate to Understand the World

					     Pillar VI: Learning and Teaching as Discipleship

					     Pillar VII: Life, Marriage, Gender, and Humanness

					     Pillar VIII: Governmental Institutions

					     Pillar IX: The Christian University

					     Pillar X: The Mystery of Unity in Christ

Houston Baptist University has a history of affirming these particular ways of thinking and living, which 
we hereby describe as Ten Pillars. These convictions are an essential part of the traditional beliefs and 
commitments of the University. They are set forth here to bring to mind the ten physical pillars that are 
now iconic on our campus and thus represent the durable historical and theological commitments that 
undergird our practices and enable us to translate our worldview, Preamble, and mission into academic 
programs, curricular structures, and habits of the mind and heart. HBU confesses and takes shelter under 
these Ten Pillars.

Unanimously approved by the Board of Trustees

                                            September 21, 2021

Our Mission

The mission of Houston Baptist University is to provide a learning experience that instills in students a 
passion for academic, spiritual, and professional excellence as a result of our central confession, “Jesus 
Christ is Lord.”

Unanimously approved by the Board of Trustees
February 24, 2009
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Hail the Orange and Blue




