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“[Archaeology] is a robust, adventurous science, one which has the manifold task of revealing
in three dimensions the works of man’s unconquerable mind, a science which can stimulate the
human mind to fresh conquests as few other disciplines can.””

- Henry O. Thompson, 1987

In 1880, a young Jacob Eliahu noticed something unusual on the dank wall of an
underground waterway. Translation of the ancient Hebrew inscription revealed the excitement of
men nearing the completion of the Siloam tunnel, a passageway constructed under the orders of
King Hezekiah of ancient Israel. Remaining an intriguing location in itself, the tunnel and its
message reveal ancient architectural ability and substantiate the historicity of the biblical record.
How workers were able to pick their way through 1,750 feet of rock” from opposite directions
and meet in the middle, achieving a zero point seven percent slope throughout, has been a subject
of scholarly research. Alluded to by four books of the Bible, the tunnel constitutes one of a
growing number of archaeological discoveries that now include evidence for Israel’s early
monarchy and even the Patriarchal period.’

The Inscription & its Tunnel

Etched into the tunnel’s walls in 702 B.C., a clear view of the faint inscription was

obscured by lime deposits which “accumulated through more than twenty-five centuries of

' Thompson, Henry O., Biblical Archaeology: The World. The Mediterranean. The Bible (New

York: Paragon House Publishers, 1987), 35.

21,200 cubits, or 530 meters.

? See 2 Kings 20:20; 2 Chronicles 32:30; Isaiah 22:9-11; and John 9:7, 11.Wright, G. Earnest, “Biblical
Archaeology Today,” The Biblical Archaeologist, Vol. 10, No. 1 (Feb., 1947), 12.



intermittent overflowing of spring water.”' Upon discovery of the text, Conrad Shick and Carl
Guthe used acids to reveal the following (translated) words:
[Wlhile there were yet three cubits to excavate, there was heard the voice of one calling
to another, for there was a crevice in the rock... And on the day they completed the
boring through, the stone-cutters struck pick against pick, one against the other; and the
waters flowed from the spring to the pool, a distance of 1000 cubits. And a hundred
cubits was the height of the rock above the heads of the stone-cutters.”
As one writer elucidates, when “the two teams of tunnelers came within about five feet of each
other they realized that they had gone slightly off course... The workmen relied on the sound of
their pickaxes and their voices to correct the trajectory to join the two parts of the tunnel. The
meeting point is visible as a series of irregular cuts near the tunnel’s midpoint.””

2 Kings 20:20 records that Hezekiah commissioned this waterway that would eventually
become the site at which Jesus performed a new kind of miracle: He sent a blind man to wash his
eyes in a pool of water at the exit of the watercourse.” Hezekiah’s was the third waterway built in
connection to the Gihon spring. The first, now referred to as Warren’s Shaft, provided general
access to the tunnel’s waters. The other two, the Siloam Channel and the Siloam Tunnel, were
constructed to handle the Gihon’s excess water flow.

Though the Siloam Channel served its purpose effectively, it lay partially unprotected.

“[O]nce the threat of war arose, there also arose the urgent need to construct a strategic water

supply system designed to capture, store, distribute, and conceal the excess waters of the Gihon.

" Owen, G. Frederick, Archaeology and the Bible (Westwood, New Jersey: Fleming H. Revell Company, 1961),

279.
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The Siloam Tunnel answered this need”' which may have arisen from Sennacherib’s impending
Assyrian military conquest” that prompted the Israelites to stop up the Siloam Channel.’ This
type of underground water passage was not uncommon in the ancient world, however, as the
Canaanites dug similar passageways for the cities of Gibeon, Megiddo, and Gezer.* Scholars
question why the Siloam tunnel follows a circuitous route leading to forty percent more length
than a straight shot between the Gihon spring and the tunnel’s exit. Some archaeologists
recommend the hypothesis that diggers followed a natural (“Karstic”) crack in the earth or a
smaller natural water channel.” Even today, the methods of the tunnel diggers remain unclear.’
As Avraham Faust notes, perhaps the reason why the point at which the tunnel teams met was
not exactly halfway was because the second team was appointed as an after-thought to speed up
the process.’

Regardless of the methods tunnel diggers employed, the work remains a specimen of
early constructive ability and its inscription’s paleography matches that of the monarchial period.
Additionally, the dating of the tunnel corresponds appropriately with the reign of King Hezekiah
around the eighth century B.C."

The Weight of Biblical Archaeology
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Josh McDowell states that “Christianity is a historical faith which claims that God has

,’1

broken into history with many mighty acts.”' Unlike misplaced faiths like Mormonism,” the
biblical account claims that God acted in real time and space and as a result left evidence of His
work in the finite world. The Siloam inscription confirms that a location spoken of multiple
times in Scripture actually exists and that the timing of such statements is accurate. Other
archaeological finds reveal intriguing evidence of biblical historicity, from Sodom and Gomorrah
to the early monarchy, and more.

McDowell notes in The New Evidence that Demands a Verdict that scholars have
discovered evidence that Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed by earthquake activity which
caused “various layers of the earth” to be “disrupted and hurled high into the air.” Research at
the site of Jericho indicates that the city’s walls fell outwards, evidencing the extraordinary
nature of the situation recorded in Joshua 6:20, because city walls normally collapse inwards.’ In
Egypt, a small, unusually raided tomb may well have once housed Joseph’s bones. It contains a
statue of an important Egyptian with Semitic-style hair wearing a coat of many colors. The tomb

was opened carefully, indicating that the Israelites may have carefully removed Joseph’s bones

from this site in order to carry them to the Promised Land as Exodus 13:19 records.”
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Several recent finds have even substantiated early Israelite monarchs. Archaeologist W.F.
Albright goes so far as to claim that “Tell el-Fiul unquestionably represents Gibeah, the
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residence of Saul who reigned between 1020 and 1000.”" An inscription on the Tel Dan Stele,
discovered in 1993, mentions the “house of David” explicitly,” and some believe a thickly walled
structure in Jerusalem may have been David’s palace.” National Geographic reported in 2010
that Eilat Mazar, an eminent Israeli archaeologist, seems to have unearthed a wall constructed by
Solomon.*

In Answers to Tough Questions Skeptics ask about the Christian Faith, McDowell and
Stewart go so far as to state that “So far, the findings of archaeology have verified, and in no
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case disputed, historical points of the biblical record.”” Though historical findings cannot

“prove” the Scriptures per say, they can confirm the historical possibility of particular events.’
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Conclusion

According to J.A. Thompson in The Bible and Archaeology, “Biblical archaeology has
done a great deal to correct the impression that was abroad at the close of the last century and in
the early part of this century, that Biblical history was of doubtful trustworthiness in many
places... the over-all historicity of the Old Testament tradition is admitted.”' Whereas in 1962 G.
Ernest Wright’s remark was justified that “not a single discovery has been made in Jerusalem
which can be dated with any certainty to the time of David and Solomon,” more recent
archaeological finds indicate that Israel’s early monarchy did exist and have shown evidence for
numerous other biblical events.

Though the Siloam inscription now resides in Turkey,’ its facsimile at Houston Baptist
University offers attendees of the Dunham Bible Museum a taste of the historical magnitude of
what the Bible offers. Critics of the Scriptures can no longer argue with confidence that the
biblical account is largely mythical; they now must answer how the recorded phenomena have

come about.

" Thompson, J.A., The Bible and Archaeology, (Grand Rapids: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1972), 5.
* Wright, Biblical Archaeology, 127.
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